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2008 July & August Short Takes

Paul Metsa & Sonny Earl, "White Boys Lost in the Blues," 2007 A performance of classic blues succeeds or fails due in no small measure to the listener’s perception of the artist’s authenticity -- pain, joy, a smirk in the face of death, an earned right to survive despite all odds. It’s an all-out-there attitude, leaving all posers behind. On "White Boys Lost in the Blues," Sonny Earl blows harp like one possessed, while Paul Metsa provides some fine guitar to go with his bag-of-rocks vocals. The duo pays homage to a variety of blues forms through six original compositions interspersed with a few songs handed down by the giants. Studio recordings and live numbers are included, with enjoyable moments throughout. Their apparent fun with and appreciation of the genre is evident throughout the 10-track CD. Blues fans should get a charge out of these two. © Fred Kraus 

[image: image2.jpg]



